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Historic Overview: 
 The Clay School is significant as the oldest school building, still standing in the 
City of Detroit.  Designed by J. B. Tarleton, the building is two-stories and features brick 
and stone building materials.  The building was built in 1888 for the Detroit Board of 
Education and was originally used as a neighborhood school.  Today it is an office and 
conference center.1 

                                                           
1 Information obtained from Michigan Historic Sites Online. 


